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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter?  Let your 
intuition guide you and don’t be afraid to make mistakes. Be bold. 
 
What are your never-leave-home-without it “must have” palette colors? I 
would never leave home without the three primaries plus white. A cad yellow and 
lemon yellow, ultramarine blue and cerulean blue, cad red light and Alizarin 
Crimson. Warm and cool of each color.  With that said I also have Transparent 
Oxide Red, Naples Yellow, Yellow Ocher, Cobalt Blue, Kings Blue and Cobalt 
Violet on my palette at all times. 
 
Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?  Because everything is alive, changing 
and in constant flux outdoors. It requires one to always be alert and open to what 
nature presents at any given moment. I find landscapes painted outdoors can 
often change direction and take one to places not planned, involving risks that 
are much greater. Surprises can be both madding and exhilarating. 
 
What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting experience?  So 
many stories to tell having painted plein air for more than 40 years. One that 
stands out happened in the month of July in the mid 80’s. I hiked with Ken 
Jarvela, a friend and fellow painter, into the Trinity Alps to an elevation of 7,500 
feet. We packed several canvases, paint and equipment, plus food for several 
days. We didn’t pack a tent but did have sleeping bags as well as my dog Homer, 
a yellow lab. After arriving we painted some and then settled in for the night. Next 
day it was sunny and stunning as we set up to paint. As the day progressed the 
temps dropped, winds picked up and a storm moved in. The winds got up to 60 
miles per hour and snow started to fall. Without a tent we found shelter behind 
trees and shrubs, and burrowed into our sleeping bags. I managed to get my 80 
pound lab into the bag with me, extra warmth, bracing for a very long cold night. 
In the morning we were covered with snow, broke camp and hiked down the 
mountain. I did manage to come home with one good painting of the storm 
moving in. 
    
Living or not, which artist(s) have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey? I would go back to the beginning for me when I first saw the work of 
Monet, Pissarro, Sisley and Van Gogh. Each of those painters made me want to 
paint as well as gave me the courage to do it.  Since those early days so many 
historical painters have had an impact on me and helped me to understand the 



process of seeing and applying paint. I also find so much inspiration and positive 
influence in the work of my fellow contemporary painters. The journey of learning 
never ends. 
 
Closing comments... I’m very lucky and grateful to live this creative life, 
spending my time looking, studying and painting what I see around me. I think 
the hardest thing for anyone pursuing a life in the arts is to get up and do it day 
after day, sometimes very discouraging days, but at the same time enough good 
moments to want to do it again and again. I don’t think we ever really arrive at a 
place we want to be, because there is always more to know and see and paint. 
It’s the unknown that lies ahead that I find exciting, with all the successes and 
mistakes I will make as work hard trying to understand how to make the best 
painting I can. Each of us are just a small part of a much larger force of creative 
energy. We should all embrace it and enjoy the ride. 
 


