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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter?  Let the 
preciousness of what you are doing go, and focus on process, not the end result. 
 
Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?  I love both! Both experiences inform 
each other, making for a better understanding of the creative process.  
 
What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting experience?  
Well, not hair-raising but hair wetting.... Painting on the bridge at the base of 
Yosemite Falls at the height of spring run off. I had to strap my easel to the 
railing, as the powerful water rushing underneath the bridge created an intense 
mist filled wind threatening to sweep all in its path down river. My gear and I were 
soaked before I even got started. I had to hold my easel, and paint as the 
vibration of the water rocked the wooden planks I was standing on. The painting 
that resulted is one I will never sell. Water droplets still can be seen on my paper, 
and it is slightly curled due to the precipitation. I call it "Elements", because it was 
infused with Mother Nature herself. The experience exhilarating! I laughed the 
entire time, from set up, to the breaking down of my gear!  
 
Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey?  Living artists that have had an impact on my artistic journey... so very 
many and for so many reasons. I will name just a few, but please know that every 
artist that I have met has had an impact on my journey. Just the exchange of 
friendship and ideas is all it takes. With that said, Skip Whitcomb, an incredibly 
inspirational artist and extremely generous to those he has taught. His friendship 
and mentorship has had a tremendous impact on my journey. Lynn Sanguedolce, 
a friend and fine artist from the very beginning. I love watching and sharing in her 
creative journey. She has been there for me every step of the way with support. 
Kevin Courter, a friend I am blessed to have in my life. He, too, has been there 
from the get go. We have shared the ups and downs of this industry together. 
Debra Huse, an amazing woman and artist who helped me have confidence in 
my ability, and has given me her friendship throughout the years. I could go on 
and on....Dead artists that have had an impact on my artist journey..... oh boy. 
Again, too many to list. Here are a few.... Franz Bischoff,  William Ritschel, Armin 
Hansen. Berninghaus, Couse, Higgins, Dunton and Dixon. LePage. Lucy Kemp-
Welch. Repin, Levitan and Fechin. Gosh, I could go on.... What all these artists 
have in common, for me, is their unique and dynamic approach to expressing 
their vision. All of them utilize a strong simplified design and value structure. This 



creates an imposing impact visually. All painted from life. So I must too.  
 
 
Closing comments….Thank you to LPAPA for this opportunity to share my 
thoughts with you. I am honored and humbled. I look forward to seeing you all out 
there at your easels! 
 


