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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter? Always do 
at least 5 value thumbnail sketches. If you not thrilled with or like the sketches, 
keep making them until you do one you like. 
 
What are your never-leave-home-without it “must have” palette colors? 
Ultramarine blue, Burnt sienna, Opus, Da Vinci orange, Raw sienna, Thalo 
green.   
 
Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?  Exciting, not boring, ever changing.  
Because painting outdoors gives life to your painting it feeds the soul and it 
manifest in you painting what you feel at that moment in time.  
 
What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting experience?  
Bears. I had a bear come towards me and follow me home from painting in 
Mammoth (Learned not to pack peanut butter). In Montana a Grizzly bear and 
cub were 200 feet from my painting. My dog brought it to my attention. Learned 
to pack up fast. 
 
Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey?  Robert Reynolds my first watercolor teacher, Mary Whyte, Wayne 
Thiebaud, Richard Diebenkorn, John Singer Sargent. 
 
Closing comments…. Paint everyday. If you don’t feel like painting, do it 
anyway. You will do some of your best work.  
 


