
 
LPAPA Plein Talk Q&As with David Damm 

March 2016 Signature Member of the Month 
 
WHAT IS YOUR #1 TIP OR ADVICE FOR BEGINNING PLEIN AIR PAINTING?  
I think its always best, especially starting out, to remember that the outdoors can 
be a confusing mass of details, so wise to choose only a part of it, rather than 
trying to fit everything (and the kitchen sink) into your painting. Hand in hand with 
that goes the old adage, “keep it simple”, and don’t forget to squint! 
 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEVER-LEAVE-HOME-WITHOUT IT MUST HAVE 
PALETTE COLORS?  For me the answer  (in oil painting) is white. Leaving it at 
home happened to me once and never again. You can still mix many colors using 
a limited pallet, but without white, it’s almost impossible to have any real success; 
never leave home with out it. (Of course, this is different for watercolor, where 
you have the white of the paper, and in pastel where you can choose different 
tints of a color).   
 
WHY DO YOU CHOOSE TO PAINT IN THE WILD PLEIN AIR RATHER THAN 
IN A CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT OF THE STUDIO?  When I come back 
after painting out-doors, I’m always energized and reinvigorated; not always so in 
studio. What I like most is that you almost never fail to capture and bring back a 
portion of truth. It may not be that the whole painting was a success but there is 
always something that catches the light on that day or a color that works well with 
another, color, all learning blocks that can only be discovered by working out -
side!  
 
WHAT WAS YOUR MOST HAIR – RAISING EXTREME PLEIN AIR PAINTING 
EXPERIENCE?  I was on a camping trip in the Sierras last summer and had just 
finished a watercolor, put my paints and supplies back in my bag and put the bag 
outside of my tent. I climbed inside the tent and was resting when I heard a growl 
and rustle and jumped up in time to see my bag disappearing down the hillside in 
the mouth of a Black Bear. I jumped out of the tent and ran shouting, and 
throwing rocks after her until she finally dropped it and I then reclaimed it. 
Afterwards, I realized that my wallet and cars keys were also in the bag, and I 
was even more thankful she decided to give it back! 
 
LIVING OR NOT, WHICH ARTISTS HAVE HAD THE MOST IMPACT ON YOUR 
ARTISTIC JOURNEY?  Sargent without a doubt, and so many others, including 
Russian painters like Serov, Levitan, and Nikolai Timkov for his color and design 
gifts. I studied under Sergei Bongart and came to appreciate these great artists 



and so many more. I also love the work of two little known Italians; Giuseppe 
Casciaro, and Antonio Mancini, for their pastels. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS...Like anything else, painting can be frustrating. Once 
asked what was the work he was most proud of, Sargent’s response was, “I’ll let 
you know when it happens”. Over the years, I’ve come to place where I enjoy 
painting for the reward of the doing, rather than look for the result. I think this is a 
good attitude for anyone who paints and who knows, in the end, a great painting 
might turn out and be enjoyed as the “icing on the cake”! 


