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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter? 
 
Paint fearlessly! Don’t be held back by perceived do’s and don’ts. I believe the 
really good artists are those who know the rules well enough to know when and 
how to make an exception to the rule. Artistic guidelines are there to empower 
you and not restrict you. Paint like no one is going to see your work and set 
yourself a time limit that will move you out of your comfort zone. You will be 
amazed by the results. Have fun!   
 
 
If you could only have 5 colors on your palette, what would they 
be? 
Titanium White, Primary Cayen Blue, Cadmium Red, Cadmium Yellow and 
Green Gold 
 
 
Why do you choose to paint outside in the wild plein air rather 
than in the controlled environment of the studio?  
 
Being outside increases your awareness levels hundred fold. We don’t “see” with 
our eyes only. We “see” with all our senses and the plein air environment helps 
one to see, smell, touch and experience the subject matter. This exposure will 
benefit you greatly in and out of your studio.   
 
What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting 
experience? 
 
My plein air experience is not that extensive and apart from almost freezing to 
death on some early morning excursions my most horrific experience had a good 
ending to it. I was scheduled to participate in a plein air quick draw competition 
and while feeling proud for being just on time, I discovered I left my paint at home. 
I had to drive all the way back and rush to the event in order to make the cut-off 
time for registration. Fortunately, I managed to get back in time and to my 
surprise I received the 1st prize award.   
 
 



Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your 
artistic journey? 
 
I draw inspiration from many artists and believe I can learn from anyone. In South 
Africa, my home country, I was inspired by masters like Pierneef, Adriaan 
Bosshoff, Pieter van Heerden, Hugo Nuade and discovered American artists like 
William Wendt, Edgar Payne, Maynard Dixon and many more since we moved to 
the US.  
	  


