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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter? 
 
Don't be afraid to ask the advice of established artists and mentors that you 
admire. 
 
If you could only have 5 colors on your palette, what would they 
be? 
 
I use a basic palette, but if I had to limit it to five colors, I would have ultramarine 
blue, cad red medium, alizarin crimson, cad yellow deep, and titanium white and 
I'm sticking to it! .... But I'd probably sneak in pthalo blue eventually. 
 
Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in 
the controlled environment of the studio? 
I think painting outdoors or from life truly gives one the obligation and license to 
be an artist. There is so much more discovery in making decisions from the 
complexity of nature. It's about making choices and not merely replicating a 
subject from photo or monitor.  
 
What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting 
experience? 
 
I would say painting the first time with other world-class painters!  
 
Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your 
artistic journey? 
 
Tough one! I started painting on a whim in early 2014 and through the impetus of 
then president Greg Vail, joined LPAPA, went to a mentor paint out with Jeff 
Sewell at Back Bay. Jeff gave me all sorts of encouragement and support, so I 
have to say he is the Man! ... Jeff and Joaquin Sorolla 
 
Any closing comments or advice you'd like to share? 
 

I think everyone needs to find an inner voice in order to express the 
inexpressible. Don't listen to the demons on your shoulder. They'll tell you No 
every time. No fear = Maximum reward 


