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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter?

Pick a very simple subject with large value shapes, knowing that you can always 
add nuance and detail to animate it later on.  

If you could only have 5 colors on your palette, what would they be?
 
Cobalt Blue, Titanium White, Cad Yellow Light, Permanent Rose, Paynes Gray

Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?
 
I was raised a landscape painter but in college was trained as a contemporary 
artist, and after many years of creating photorealistic paintings and also more 
experimental/conceptual work, it became clear to me that I wanted to get rid of 
everything that was a buffer between me and the subjects that inspired me to 
paint in the first place. I’ve often said that plein air is about as authentic of a way 
to create art as I can think of. No conversation, explanation, or narrative is 
necessary, and when painting plein air I don’t ever feel compelled to defend why I 
do it because it’s so incredibly natural, it’s an innate process and genuine 
response to the world around us. It is so basic, so human, so universal and 
everybody immediately gets it. As an artist it is in many ways the great equalizer; 
it levels the playing field and is brutally honest to the point of often being 
humbling. The inspiration runs directly through you and after a short period of 
time the cards are on the table and like it or not you’ve done what you’ve done 
and the results are clear. For me as a painter it is when I feel the most alive and 
is the ultimate connection with the world around me. 

What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting 
experience?

I had a snake crawl underneath my easel in Florida, a cop kick me out of my 
painting spot while I was doing a demo for about 30 artists at a plein air event in 
MN, and last month while walking to my painting spot at an event a dog lashed 
out and bit me on my leg. Plein air is apparently a contact sport!



Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey?

Of course my dad was my main mentor early on, and still continues to influence 
me to this day. Andy Evansen’s ability to transform the ordinary scenes of life into 
charming painting subjects through a seemingly effortless translation of the 
watercolor medium is an incredible inspiration. Historically I’ve found the most 
kinship with Winslow Homer; his draftsmanship, candor, and ability to tell stories 
and create emotion through strategic composition are understated but very poetic 
and sophisticated. 

Any closing comments or advice you'd like to share?

Every day behind the easel is a good day. 


