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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter?
  
Paint honestly. Paint what you know and love. Paint because you love it not because you want 
recognition, awards or financial rewards.

If you could only have 5 colors on your palette, what would they be?
  
I have six colors plus white in my pallet. If I had to minimize and white would be considered a 
color I would keep Cadmium Yellow Pale, Vermilion, Alizarin Crimson, Cyan Blue, Ultramarine 
Blue and Titanium White. If I had to choose five tubes, I would take out Alizarin Crimson and 
keep the rest.

Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?
 
From my teen years in art school and college we were trained to paint from life. En plein air 
painting was part of the curriculum. After college I came to the US and fell in love with 
California's Mediterranean climate and mountainous terrain. I love hiking and observing nature 
daily.  This allows me to have a more intimate approach to the subjects of my 
paintings. Painting from nature is a meditative experience. Natural light is the best for painting, 
so even my "studio" work is usually done outside of my studio, in the yard. 

What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting experience?
 
My dog and I climbed over a sandstone ledge looking for a better view of the nearby cliffs for 
painting. When we climbed back I saw that in the place where my hands had held on to the 
rock was a baby rattle snake. It was curled up in the shade and I couldn't see it the first time. 
Luckily it didn't feel threatened.

Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey?
 
My art teachers back in Russia, Mr. Krayushkin and Ms. Sheyena had a big influence. They set 
me on the right track. Without a doubt Edgar Payne, William Wendt and Maynard Dixon 
continue to impact how I see, think and paint. Here in the US I got a big boost to my plein air 
painting from Frank Serrano and David Gallup. And some of the paintings of an Australian 
artist Graham Gercken were very helpful to me in the beginning of my artistic journey.

Closing comments…
 
Winston Churchill, who was a pretty good plein air painter, said, "Here you have a man with a 
brush and palette. With a dozen blobs of pigment he makes a certain pattern on one or two 
square yards of canvas, and something is created which carries its shining message of 
inspiration not only to all who are living with him on the world, but across hundreds of years to 



generations unborn. It lights the path and links the thought of one generation with another, and 
in the realm of price holds its own in intrinsic value with an ingot of gold. Evidently we are in 
the presence of a mystery which strikes down to the deepest foundations of human genius and 
of human glory. Ill fares the race which fails to salute the arts with the reverence and delight 
which are their due."  


