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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter?
 
In the early days of learning and exploring, I read both of Kevin McPherson's beginner books 
and took his weeklong workshop. So, I'd give the same advice his books did. Paint a hundred 
5"x7" studies, number them, use a limited palette of just the primary colors and paint with just a 
couple of brushes a #4 and #6 filberts. You will be amazed at #1 and #100.

If you could only have 5 colors on your palette, what would they be?
 
With a limited palette I would probably use Ultramarine Blue, Alizarin Permanent, Cadmium 
Yellow Light, Viridian Green, and Yellow Ochre.

Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?
 
I love the outdoors, it's always challenging in an exciting way, the studies are looser, you see 
way more than you would with photos.

What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting experience?
 
I was painting in Catalina at Two Harbors. One morning, I got up at 5am to paint a sunrise, it 
was dark. As I was biking to the top of a mountain I came across a Bison sleeping in the 
middle of the road with his back to me. I slowly walked my bike past him and decided I'd walk 
back and get a couple shoots of the big guy. WELL, he didn't like that. He started to chase me, 
as I was running away I could see that he was gaining fast. So I did the only thing I could think 
of. I jumped off the cliff and rolled down the hill through a field of cactus and landed on a path. I 
managed to crawl to safety. I still got my sunrise painting.

Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey?
 
There are many painters that I admire for different reasons, here are just a few. Living: Randall 
Sexton, Kevin Macpherson, and Andrew Tischler. 
Deceased: Ken Auster, Andrew Wyeth, and John Singer Sargent,

Any closing comments or advice you’d like to share?
 
Painting is a commitment. If you want to paint and feel good about your work, you need to 
paint all the time, take workshops with painters whose work you like, join clubs like LPAPA, 
CAC, SOCALPAPA, go to exhibitions, enter contests. Just jump in!


