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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter?

Do. Not. Give Up. It's a big, wide world out there, and it takes time to grow accustomed 
to it. But NOTHING trains you to SEE like plein air painting. Do. Not. Give. Up.

If you could only have 5 colors on your palette, what would they be?

(Oh, choosing only five is SO painful!) Titanium white, Ultramarine Blue, 
Transparent Red Oxide, Cadmium Yellow Light and Alizarin Crimson

Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?
 
I could talk about this forever! There are so many nuances in nature that a camera 
cannot pick up! Being in the environment of the scene you are painting, breathing the 
air, your feet planted in the very land you are looking at and even the outdoor sounds... 
you can't get these priceless experiences indoors!

What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting 
experience?

Buddy and I pulled onto the side of the road in front of a farm. Behind us about 100 
yards stood the farmer splitting wood. We called out, waved and pointed that I would 
like to paint the other way. He looked without acknowledging but kept on at his work, so 
we felt good enough, now knowing he saw us. A few minutes later we heard a shotgun 
and Buddy replied that a squirrel hunter must be nearby. An hour into the painting 
Buddy went for a walk in the direction of my subject matter. He snapped a casual shot 
with his camera, and then suddenly expletives  from the farmer filled the air! He 
threatened us with an X-rated language... so we hit the road as fast as we could move, 
and realized it was he who shot the gun in the air earlier. Needless to say, I didn't finish 
painting plein air. But once back in the studio, i finished the piece now entitled, A 
Shotgun Rings! 

Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey?
 
Richard Schmid and ALL the plein air friends I get to paint with locally and at plein air 
events! They keep me going!


