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What is your #1 tip or advice for the beginning plein air painter? 
      My #1 advice is practice drawing outdoors with a medium black felt tip pen in a sketch 
book establishing design and values. Draw the shape of your painting with varying 
compositions. Establishing this practice informs you of your goal.

If you could only have 5 colors on your palette, what would they be? 
     Watercolors, Quinacridone Gold, Quinacridone Sienna, Van Dyke Brown, Ultramarine Light 
Blue, Sap Green

Why do you choose to paint in the wild plein air rather than in the 
controlled environment of the studio?
     The outdoors is my studio because I was an illustrator for over 35 years indoors at a 
drafting table, now I am free. It is exhilarating to be in the fresh air where all my senses are 
engaged in response to my environment. Plein Air painting is capturing a moment in time and a 
chance to paint my observations. 

What was your most hair-raising extreme plein air painting experience?
     Standing on the steep cliffs and edge of the crumbling cliffs at Garapata in May this year 
looking down over 75ft to the tumultuous waves and the freezing sea. To get the best 
perspective sea view you have to stand close to the edge in mostly heavy wind or fog. It is 
risky and rewarding.

Living or not, which artists have had the most impact on your artistic 
journey?
      Andrew Wyeth because he painted sensitive wild tonal paintings of people and where he 
lived, Edward Hopper because he again interpreted life and his environment. Winslow Homer 
for his free colorful brushwork and scenes of the sea, Contemporary artists Thomas Schaller, 
Dean Mitchell and Mary Whyte portraitists and highly skilled masters of watercolor.  
All of these artists have something to say which drives my reason for painting.	

If you could not be an Artist, assuming there are no limits or barriers to 
achieving your “dream job”, what other profession would you chose?
     Craniofacial Reconstructive Surgeon or a pilot.  



Can you share something about yourself that most people probably don’t 
know about you?
     I am Australian and my first job after Interior Design college was working as an exhibition 
designer artist in Sydney Taronga Park Zoo. I was hoping to become a wild life painter instead 
I took off to travel around Europe at age 24 for 18months and my destiny changed. 
I am passionate about drawing perspectives. The more complex the better. 
I have Rheumatoid Arthritis in remission thankfully. 

Any closing comments or advice you’d like to share?
     Painting came to me late at 57 when my son said why don’t you work for yourself for a 
change. I have been emerging from a life time as an illustrator. 
I am a narrative painter, my paintings are subject based with a title. 
Stay true to who you are and what captures your imagination.
Sitting around won’t move you forward, keep exploring and may each one of your paintings 
open a door.


